
 

 

 



Headmistress’s Newsletter  2010/2011 

Dear Parents,   

When we were children time seemed endless, long days stretched out as we swam in the lake or 

picked wild strawberries from the ditches as we walked.  Now there never seem to be enough hours in 

the day.  The months pass quickly and an event which happened a couple of years ago can seem like 

yesterday.  When I look back at last year‟s Form 6 I can still see them as they were with me in 

Kindergarten A.  They came to us full of innocence and promise.  They came, holding within them, 

the hopes and dreams we all have for our children.  Form 6 left us in June and this wonderful class of 

confident children have dispersed to new schools where they will be taught and guided by others.   

 

 

Once more in September we opened our doors to a new reception class.  A new year began 

full of hope and promise.  As the summer sun left us and our autumn term began our hope 

was that each child would grow in confidence and in the sure knowledge that they were 

special.   

 

And so to the events that have helped shape our year:- 

 

On 1
st
 October KGB and Form 1 went to Airfield House to meet with the farm animals and to 

have a walk around the fields.  They enjoyed their first trip of the year. 

On 4
th

 October Form 4 went to a Book Reading at Dubray books in the Swan Centre, 

Rathmines.  

On 5
th

 October the Committee held our Parents‟ Coffee morning with a slide show and 

welcome speech from the Chairperson. 

On 6
th

 October we had our autumn Bulb Planting morning.  All classes took part.   

Also on the 6
th

 October Form 5 went to the National History Museum for an interactive 

morning. 

On 7
th

 October Form 6 went on their annual visit to Croke Park with Mr. Adair.   

On 11
th

 October we had our annual Book Fair. The amount raised for the school was €1250 - 

a great achievement. 

On 13
th

 October we had Parents Afternoon – which was very well attended.   

On 18
th

 October we had a visit from Kathryn Poxon in relation to Green Schools.  Kathryn 

spoke to all the classes regarding their mode of transport to school. 

On 19
th

 October we had a visit from Puca Puppets who performed for all classes from KGB 

to Form 5.  It was a most enjoyable show.  

On 21
st
 October Form 6 went on their Sponsored Walk to Bushy Park.  This year the sun was 

shining and we all enjoyed the day.  The amount raised was €905.00, to support their 

sponsored child in India, MS Ireland and the Banisa Crêche in Cape Town, South Africa.   

Also on 21
st
 KGA had their MMR & 4 in 1 immunisation.  

We closed for Halloween on 22
nd

 October. 

On 3
rd

 November Accord came to speak to Form 6. 

Also on 3
rd

 November Form 1 had their Hearing test. 

On 4
th

 November Form 6 went to the Islamic Cultural Centre in Clonskeagh, followed by 

lunch in the „Golden Olive‟ restaurant.   



On 5
th

 November €750 was given to Peter Byrne of Christian Aid from the copper collection. 

On 10
th

 November Form 2 went to the Botanic Gardens.   

Also on 10
th

 November Forms 1 and 5 had their sight test. 

On 12
th

 November the stage was put up.   

On 7
th

 December our Form 3 & 4 Christmas Plays were held. 

On 10
th

 December KGA & KGB Christmas Plays were held. 

On 14
th

 December Form 5 & 6 Christmas Plays were held. 

On 15
th

 December Form 1 & 2 Christmas Plays were held. 

On 20
th

 December, Form 4, 5 & 6 went Ice Skating.   

On 21
st
 December we closed a day early for Christmas, due to snow.  

On 19
th

January Form 5 & 6 had a talk on the political situation in Burma given by Mary 

Montaut. 

On 24
th

 January Accord visited Form 5. 

On 26
th

 January Form 6 went to the Hugh Lane Gallery for a talk and workshop. 

On 28
th

 January Catherine Poxon spoke to all classes on Climate Change. 

On 7
th

 February Forms 1 & 2 went to Malahide Castle. 

On 10
th

 February Form 6 went to the National Gallery of Ireland. 

On 14
th

 February Forms 3, 4, 5 & 6 went to Music in the Classroom in the National Concert 

Hall. 

On 16
th

 February Form 5 went to the Hugh Lane Gallery for a lecture and interactive 

morning. 

On 2
nd

 March Form 3 went to the RDS for the Tutenkamun exhibition, “His tomb & 

Treasures” 

On 8
th

 March Pancake Tuesday,all the children had pancakes together.  

On 23
rd

 March Form 4 went to the Hugh Lane Gallery for a talk and workshop.   

Also on the 23
rd

 Form 5 walked to the Tutenkamun Exhibition in the RDS. 

On 25
th

 March Forms 4,5 & 6 had a talk on “Internet Safety”. 

On 29
th

 March we had our annual Parents Hockey Match.  20 parents participated. 

On 30
th

 March Form 3 went to the Hugh Lane Gallery for a talk and workshop. 

On 31
st
 March we held our annual Sale of Work organised by Forms 5 & 6.   €1005 was 

raised which was given to three charities.  

On 7
th

 April Form 6 when to Kilmainham Gaol for their annual visit. 

On 12
th

 April Forms 2,3,4,5 & 6 had an Environmental Workshop using shadow puppetry 

and story telling. 

On 13
th

 April form 2 went to Hugh Lane Gallery – the last class to have their interactive visit. 

On 11
th

 May we held our Ice Cream Day in aid of Down Syndrome Ireland. We raised 

€363.58. 

On 12
th

 May Forms 3 & 4 enjoyed “The Cat of Nine Lives” a Primary School Road Safety 

Theatre Education programme. 

On 13
th

 May we held our Junior Sports Day.  We enjoyed races, fun and smarties.  

On 16
th

 May Forms 1 & 2 visited the Zoo. 

On 17
th

 May Staff Training Day – Print workshop.  

On 18
th

 May we held our Music Day. A morning of music from KGB to Form 5.   

On 19
th

 May Forms 5 & 6 walked to Palmerston Park to raise awareness in the school for 

National Walk to School week.  

On 24
th

 May we held our Senior Sports Day. The weather was fine. Our Clans raced and after 

a short prize giving ceremony and ice cream we dispersed around 5pm. 

On 25
th

 May Forms 3 & 4 visited the Tayto Park.  

On 1
st
 June Form 5 visited Causey Farm.  



On 2
nd

 June Form 6 held their “At Home”: Their final concert for parents and our formal 

farewell evening. A time of mixed emotions!! 

On 3
rd

 June KGA and KGB had a “fun day" organised by their teachers.  

On 8
th

 June Form 6 went on their overnight trip to Belfast and Carlingford.  A wonderful time 

was had by all.   

On 13
th

 June we held our exhibition of Art & Handwork.  A chance for parents and children 

to enjoy the fruits of many hours of enjoyable toil! 

On 15
th

 June KGA and KGB went to Belgrave Square with their Teddies for their picnic. 

On 17
th

 June we closed for the Summer Holidays and will reopen on 1
st
 September 2011. 

 

 

AIJS Events: 

 

On Tuesday, 25
th

 January - Four children from Form 2 took part in a Drama Workshop at 

Mount Anville Montessori Junior School.  

On Monday, 31
st
 January - Two boys from Form 4 took part in AIJS Chess at St. Michael‟s 

Junior School.   

On Saturday, 5
th

 February – Four girls attended the AIJS Drama at Alexandra College.  

Four pupils (two from Form 4, one from Form 5 and one from Form 6) took part in AIJS 

Photographic Competition organised by Scoil Mhuire Junior School, Cork.    

Nine pupils took part in the AIJS Short Story Competition organised by Wicklow Montessori 

School.     

Twelve pupils were entered into the AIJS Art Competition organised by St. Killian‟s School 

in February.   

On Monday, 9
th

 March - RJS hosted the AIJS Chess Competition. 

 

Assemblies: 

 

Our morning Assembly has a special place in my heart – a time of togetherness and sharing 

of our thoughts and plans for the day ahead.  As seen from our events list, we had a lot of 

visitors over the year.   

 

On Wednesday mornings throughout the year the children take Assembly – dealing with a 

variety of themes.  They are always unusual informative and fun for all;  but it is in the lead 

up to Christmas that Assemblies take on a special hue.  On December 1
st
 our Christmas 

Wreaths go on the door, our Christmas Tree is lit in the gym and our Advent Calendar, hand 

sewn in Peru, is begun.  The children enjoy talks from representatives of the Charities we 

have supported in the autumn term.   Peter Byrne, a great favourite from Christian Aid, 

received €705 which was spent on 100 fruit trees; 10 chicks;  16 ducks;  3 pigs;   Bee hive;  1 

goat;  2 buffaloes;  School shoes;  Computer training;  Send a child to school;  Teachers 

salary;  Bicycle;  A month‟s food for a family of 5;  and nutritious meals for 80 children. This 

list was completed by Form 4 who will take on this responsibility in future.  The money was 

counted by Form 5 – a herculean effort!  We received 108 shoe boxes for Team Hope.  The 

children‟s toys were divided between Grandmas‟ Ireland and The Women‟s Refuge.  We 

were also visited by a representative from MS Ireland to thank Form 6 for part of the 

proceeds of their sponsored walk. 

 

Thanks to our morning Assembly we have grown closer as a school community and have 

learned a lot from each other. 

 



Building Maintenance: 

 

Before the Exhibition of Art & Handwork in June 2010 our maintenance man Kevin 

McDermott attended to the painting necessary in all classrooms.  In the summer our main 

doors and pedestals were painted and other minor repairs were attended to.  During the 

autumn term Kindergarten A and B, Resource, Cloakrooms, Form 3, The Office, The 

Staffroom and Staff toilet windows were restored.  Over the Christmas holidays we had a 

burst pipe.  The pipe burst in the toilets beside Form 1, flooded the toilet area, Form 1 

classroom and the cloakroom.  It also went through the ceiling into Kids Club destroying the 

ceiling, walls and carpets there.  Kids Club was moved into the Art Room that afternoon as it 

meant the Tots Club could continue as usual.  As a result the walls and ceilings were painted 

in Kids/Tots Club and marmoleum replaced the carpet there.  The marmoleum was also 

replaced in the Form 1 classroom, toilets and cloakroom.  The walls in the cloakrooms were 

made good following the removal of shoe racks when the new marmoleum was put down.  

New doors were put on the presses in Form 1 and they were painted.  The doors on the 

presses in Form 3 were revamped.  

 

Between Spring 2010 and Summer 2011 we have installed Interactive White Boards in all 

classes.  This expense was met by Parent‟s fundraising events and money donated by the 

Bewley Trust for which we are very grateful. To say the children and staff are thrilled with 

the boards is an understatement.  We received two training sessions in the use of these boards 

- one here in the school and the other in Tallaght IT.  All these innovations are moves 

forward for the school so that our children can receive the best education possible.  

 

 

 

Gardening: 

 

As Spring approached we thought it would be a good idea to begin to encourage the children 

to grow vegetables in our back garden.  We cleared a large bed and Form 5 have planted 

potatoes, sugar snap peas, radishes, pumpkins, onions and rocket salad.  As you know GIY 

meet in the school every month and two parents very kindly came in and planted herb pots 

with Form 1.  I planted Nasturtiums and herbs with KGB.  The children were given a taste of 

the herbs they would plant and they had a lovely morning.  The GIY group have given us a 

present of a vegetable trug which came flat pack and was put together by some willing 

parents and children. Once more parents and Form 4 planted lettuce, spinach, radishes, 

cabbage, runner beans and beetroot.  

 

 

 

Maria & Kieran Doyle-Kennedy: 

 

On Sunday 13
th

 February Maria Doyle-Kennedy and Kieran Kennedy organized a wonderful 

fundraising night for us.  Maria and Kieran‟s son Daniel has been with us for 9 years now and 

will be leaving us in June 2011. Maria sang and Kieran accompanied her.  It was a warm and 

intimate night enjoyed by many parents and staff.  The amount raised was €2,490 which gave 

us our final Interactive Board in Kindergarten A.  We are also buying some books and 

equipment for the Resource Room for the children‟s use from this money. 

 

 



Maxine Lamb:  

 

It was with deep regret that I was told of the death of Maxine Lamb on Monday, 3
rd

 January.  

Maxine was on the Rathgar Junior School Committee for 47 years.  She was deeply 

committed to the school and her advice, kindness and interest were a great support to me.  

Carol and I visited Maxine before Christmas in St. Francis Hospice in Raheny.  She was 

delighted to see us and hear all about the children.  I sent her my Committee Report following 

that meeting and despite her illness she was still as interested as ever in what was happening 

here.  Jonathan and I attended her funeral on Friday 7
th

 January – a service full of music and 

stories of happier times.  I will miss Maxine very much.  She was a great touchstone for how 

we do things and I valued her advice and unreserved support.  May Maxine rest in peace.  
 

As we come to the close of yet another academic year it is important to realize how much joy and 

happiness your children have brought to the classrooms.  How much fun we have had together as the 

months passed by. No school can operate without the cooperation of a lot of people.  My thanks to all 

the staff, the school committee, the parents and friends of the school who together have worked to 

make our small school a place where each child is unique and loved.   

 

With good wishes for a very happy summer holiday and kind regards. 

 

Margaret Silke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Chairperson’s  Newsletter  Summer  2011 
 

The other day one of my children and I were talking about how much time in her young life she and I 

had not been together.  At first, she guessed half a year, at which I was horrified.  Had I been that 

negligent?  However, once we started counting - we included everything from sleeping to a play 

date, from being in a different room to a week-end away - not only was it an impossible task, but it 

was clear to me that I had not spent a lot more than half a year with my child.  Of course a big part 

of the time spent apart was whilst she was at school.  So whilst I initially found our discussion a 

disturbing exercise I soon relaxed as I realised what a huge amount of her life she had spent inside 

the nurturing, home-from-home walls of RJS. 

Another joyful year has passed in the life of RJS, its staff and its children.  Once again the wide-

ranging nature of an RJS education has been evident. There have been many fabulous outings 

outside the school, and many interesting visitors inside the school, bringing the outside world in 

during assembly.  Assembly continues to be at the heart of the RJS school day.   

In October, the school closed for Halloween unbeknown that literally weeks around the corner 

would be the most extraordinary and brutally cold spell that Ireland would have seen for years.  We 

were thrust into Arctic conditions with all sorts of weather challenges not least the one which coined 

the new phrase “snow lightning”. 

In spite of the weather RJS went ahead with all the Christmas plays – there was no giving up allowed.  

As with every year the plays were a highlight of the year for both the performers and their keen 

audiences. And of course it is most important not to forget the enormous commitment of the 

producers, directors, sound designers, set designers, choreographers, voice-coaches and musical 

directors. (Otherwise known as the RJS staff). Another really successful set of plays to be 

remembered.   

The children also continued the tradition of charitable activities in December, though regrettably the 

Form 6 carol singing to the Molyneaux home was one of the few casualties of the weather.  To 

continue the ongoing tradition of contributing to Christian Aid, the children raised money for 

contrasting items such as teacher’s salaries and buffaloes. 

Coming back after the Christmas holidays it was distressing for Margaret and her staff to see the 

damage done to Form 1 cloakroom and Kids/Tots Club due to a burst pipe.  However, with incredible 

swiftness and application, the art room was converted to accommodate Kids/Tots Club and whilst it 

was cramped for a short while, the necessary repairs and redecorating were completed to reveal a 

wonderful new Kids/Tots Club – a classic case of living out that famous cliché - “every cloud had a 

silver lining……” 

Another one-off but wonderful event this year was the February gig in the Odessa Club given for 

parents by parents Maria Doyle-Kennedy and her husband Kieran, as a fund-raiser for the school. It 

was a special evening and one that parents greatly enjoyed and was a welcome change from the un-

sponsored walk and, it has been heard, considerably more popular!  A big thank you to Maria and 

Kieran. 

 



Amongst other sporting activities, the swimmers have been enjoying the new pool at Rathmines.  

More children are participating than previous years which is excellent.  

 Other highlights of the year include the Junior Sports Day which will not only be remembered for all 

those smiling faces and yelps of delight but also for the driving rain which is such a lovely feature of 

May in Dublin. Once again, however, the weather stopped no one, as parents and children held 

hands in a one-off combination of the parent’s races and the brother’s and sister’s races.  Perhaps 

this spawned the idea for a future family relay race…  Parent’s hockey was as ever an enjoyable and 

cruel day out.  Cruel indeed, because it can be soul-destroying to run the width of the pitch and then 

need the rest of the afternoon off to recover. The children seem to enjoy it, though at times it was a 

case of how to avoid the parents on the pitch rather than pass to them, a somewhat bruising tactic 

for the adult ego.  Overall it was a hugely enjoyable event both for participants and spectators so a 

special thank you to those involved in its organisation. 

Once again a huge thank you to all the staff at RJS.  Particular thanks goes to our Principal Margaret, 

Vice-Principal Jonathon and to Carol in the office for their unfaltering commitment and efforts in the 

school.  Thanks also go to all parents who have helped in the school throughout the year. Without 

such willing helpers, many important events such as the ritual bulb planting or transport to AIJS 

tournaments would not take place. Particular thanks also go to the General Committee who have 

managed as always to be a warm and eager team, assisting in the day-to-day demands of the school 

when needed.  It is a pleasure to be part of that committee.  It is with sadness that I must comment 

on the death, this year, of Maxine Lamb who was the longest serving member of the RJS Committee 

– 30 years plus – I believe.  As a Quaker, and quite simply as herself, Maxine made an enormous and 

understated contribution to RJS over the years and her guiding ways will have long-lasting effect and 

impact on the school. It was a privilege to have served on a committee with her.  

Happy events this year saw the marriage of Gillian Galloway to Kevin Egan. We wish them every 

happiness in their married life. The school also saw the birth of Michael James on 2nd February, a son 

for Lynette and Peter Maguire – the only husband and wife team on the staff. We look forward to 

welcoming Lynette back in December.   

This overview does not do justice to a year in the life of RJS – it would be too long a report to cover 

all the events in this lively and happy school.  So without pretending to have even touched on the 

bulk of another excellent year I extend my best wishes to all staff, pupil and parents for a happy and 

relaxing summer break.  Particular good luck to all the Form 6 pupils as they prepare to start the 

next phase in their education at their new schools.   And of course, we look forward to welcoming a 

new brood of KGA pupils and their parents in the Autumn. 

 

 

Gill McCullough 

Chairperson 



                                                                                                           

Kindergarten A 
                When I grow up I would like to be............. 

Iseult;             A fairy because I love fairies and pretty dresses. 

Dominic;        An Astronaut because I would love to go into space. 

Ellie;           I would like to work for the R.S.P.C.A – an animal,   

                         Shop. I really love animals.                          

Lucy;        A Vet so I can mind all the dogs, I really love dogs. 

Teddy;         I would like to be a scientist because then I will know  

                      Lots of things. 

Aoife;       A Vet because I love animals, I would like to see lots     

               Of animals that I have never seen before, it would be 

                             really interesting.                                    

Zach;      A Superhero because I would be able to fly faster than airplane. 

Carrie;        A Fashion designer because I love clothes. 

Eve;        I want to be a Vet because I love Dogs and Cats. 

Robyn;        I would like to work in a pet shop and play with all  

                         The animals.        

         

Hannah;             A Teacher and a Shopkeeper because I think I’d like 

                   Teaching and I just want to work in a shop.                           

Julius;       An Astronaut because I would love to go in a 

                             rocket.                     



Cory;        A Teacher because they always get to do whatever  

                          They want to do in school.  

Ella;       I would like to be a Teacher in a baby class because  

                        I love babies like my sister.  

Ruthie;        I would like to be a Vet because I like animals. 

Caoimhe;      A Witch because they have black cats and are really  

                            Mean and make smelly things.                    

Barry;        A Lego designer because I would like to discover new Lego. 

                                      

Conal;        A Solider because they save people. 

Charlie;       A Security Guard because they work in different  

                             Places and catch robbers. 

Grace;       A Fashion Designer and Princess because I will be  

                       Rich and go to work with lovely fabric 

                             And make fantastic clothes. 

Charles;     A Solider because I want to take care of people. 

Kate;     A Designer and a Vet because I just like them. 

Quentin;       A Zoo keeper because I like animals. 

Clara-Kate;          A Mummy because then I will have lots of boys.                           

  Katie         A Vet because I love animals.       

                       

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Memories of Form One 

         
 
Sarah: 

My memories at Form One are when we went to Airfield, it was fun. I 

loved making my papier mâche teddy, my bird and my theatre. A very 

funny day was when there was a mouse in our classroom. I got up on 

top of a chair and so did some of my friends and my teacher.  

 

Lily: 

I really liked doing our t-shirts, they were lots of fun. I also 

really enjoyed making our mothers day gift and Christmas gift. Our 

classroom was flooded and we got a new floor and some new cupboards, 

it was really exciting. My best memory is practicing for our 

assemblies. 

 

Harry: 

I enjoyed Form One because of lots of different things. I liked 

writing news, playing in the garden, PE and making cards. I really 

loved the farm in Airfield.  

 

Martha: 

I liked papier mâche, doing the t-shirts and the big people. I loved 

PE, Malahide Castle and doing my maths. 

 

Alex: 

I loved playing in the garden, all my art and crafts and PE. I 

really enjoyed going to Malahide Castle. April Fools Day and Pancake 

Tuesday were my favorite days. I like all my friends and my teacher 

Mrs Dore.  

 

 



Noah: 

I have lots of good memories. Some of them are playing with my 

friends Shane, Harry, Nathan, James and Euan. I loved Newstime, our 

Christmas play and making my papier mâche cat.  

 

Mona: 

I loved making Easter chicks, my kite, my fish and my frog. I really 

enjoyed assembly time and my favourite was when we did all about 

recycling for the school. I loved my piano lessons and my teacher 

Miss Bowens.  

 

Shane: 

I really enjoyed having a student teacher 'Wei' in our class. She 

did good fun science experiments. I loved making my bird and my 

fish. One of the best days was when the mouse was in our room. I 

thought he was cute. 

 

Isobel: 

My favorite memories are doing PE inside and outside, going to 

Malahide Castle and playing with my friends. I loved doing the 

papier mâche, my treasure chest and my piggy bank. I love my teacher 

and Alex, Sarah, Hannah and Abigail. I really loved Form One.  

 

Amelia: 

I loved making our big people. I was a Rock Star. I really liked 

garden time, acting in my Christmas play and all our art. My big 

memory is when the mouse was in our classroom. I was scared and so 

were some of my friends and Mrs Dore. 

 

Rhys: 

I really liked Form One because you get to have fun in this class. I 

loved Malahide Castle, Pancake Tuesday and my Christmas play. My 

teacher Mrs Dore is funny. I like my friends Euan, Guy and Liam. 

 

 



Guy: 

I loved making the people that work, my fish and my papier mâche 

dog. I really liked doing maths, news and poetry. I loved playing 

with Liam in Malahide Castle. Form One is the best class so far. 

 

Liam: 

My memories of Form One are doing science experiments and my maths. 

In art I liked Origami and making my tropical fish. I loved our 

Christmas play and the part when I was shouting in the band. Form 

One is very very fun but I miss the Smartboard we had in KGB.  

 

Ariana:  

My favorite things about Form One are I love Mrs Dore and playing in 

the garden with my friends Mona, Martha and Ava. I loved making my 

papier mâche teddy bear, my theatre and my colourful bird. I liked 

going to Airfield and I liked our Autumn assembly.  

 

Aîne: 

I loved everything in Form One such as PE, arts, Mrs Dore, reading, 

art and crafts, music, Christmas play, assemblies and playing with 

my friends. 

 

Hannah: 

My favorite memories of Form One are when we made the birds nests, 

the flying birds, my papier mâche and doing my frog. I liked our 

science experiments and our English book. My best days were the 

Christmas play and Malahide Castle. Form One is the best class.  

 

Ava: 

I like Form One because I loved doing all our art, playing with my 

friends, my teacher and one of my best days was the Sale of Work.  

 

 

 



Abigail: 

Form One is great because we went om trips. We made papier  mâche 

people and Origami fish, frogs and birds. I really liked our 

Christmas play because we all got a nice part and got to dress up. I 

loved playing with lots of friends in Form One. 

 

Nathan: 

Form One is very good. I liked doing PE, playing in the garden, 

going on outings and doing all our assemblies. I loved making our 

bats for Halloween. My favourite day was Pancake Tuesday.  

 

James: 

My best memories are making all the Halloween art, playing outside, 

doing our assemblies, eating lunch and making our papier mâche. I 

loved the Christmas play because I really liked my part. I was a 

cow. I liked science experiments, maths and reading.  

 

Euan: 

I love playing in the garden, art and Storytime. Form One is fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Events of the Year in 

Form 2 
Dublin Zoo 
When we went to the Zoo we saw the new baby 
gorilla. It was a male and he would not let go of 
his mother. She did not mind. One of the gorillas 
banged the glass and we all got a fright. Next we  
went to the reptile house. We saw crocodiles,  
turtles and snakes. Then we had lunch. Naomi 
was very sad because there was no giant pandas. 
Tom was very sad because there were only white 
rhinos. We saw elephants going for swim in their 
pool. Then we saw sea lions. Did you know they 
can hold their breath for 10 minutes?   
Then we took the bus back to the school. 
We had a great trip to the Zoo! 
By Naomi and Tom 

 

Sports Day 
On Sports Day there were a lot of black clouds in 
the sky so we knew that it was going to rain. There 
were a lot of great races. The Marathon was the longest. 
The best race was the three legged race. A lot of people  
dropped their eggs in the egg and spoon race. Then the 
rain came in the middle of the relay race. We all had to  
shelter under a tree. Everyone was tired after the races  
and we got Smarties at the end. Even though it was raining 
we still had a great time! 
By Conall and John K 

 

Malahide Castle 
We went to Malahide Castle on Monday the 7

th
  

of February. There used to be a rich family living 
there. There were ghosts living there too. And one is 
still living there now. Our favourite ghost was called Puck. 
He got killed because he wasn’t doing his job properly.  
When we went in our tour guide greeted us. She told  
us about the  family that lived there. They lived there 
for years until their enemy took over the house. After 
a few years the family got the house back. We looked  
in the children’s rooms. There were loads of old toys 
like: a train track and dolls in prams. After that we looked in 
all the bedrooms. We went outside to the big playground. 
After lunch we played and played. We had a great time. 
By Jessica and Carla 
 
 



 

Sale of Work 
At the Sale of Work there were lots of toys. There was 
a game where you had to match socks. We raised €1005   
for Morning Star Children’s Home in Kerala, India;  
Clarisa’s Orphanage in Huanta, Peru and the Irish  
Heart Foundation. In the Bake Sale there was a cake  
shaped like a teddy. You had to guess the name to win  
the cake. The name was Boe. No-one guessed it so Liam 
picked the name of a class out of a hat. Form 2 won the cake! 
There was also lots of other prizes on the day. People won 
teddies and jellies. But the best prize was the cake! 
It was a great day for everyone. Everyone was proud  
of the amount that we raised.      
By Eva, Nathan and Deirdre 

 

Christmas Play 
Our Christmas Play was “Jack and the Beanstalk”. Ciaran 
was Jack and Kieran was a rabbit and a narrator. Jack went 
the market to sell a cow. He got some magic beans. When 
he got home he planted them. They grew into a giant bean- 
stalk. He climbed up and saw a giant and he quickly climbed 
back down. After the play we sang three songs. Then we had 
a very big party with very nice food. We gave our presents  
to our parents. Then we went home.   
By Ciaran and Kieran 
 

Music Day 
We went into the gym and first we sang “Chim Chimney”, “The  
Greedy Mouse” and “Freddy the Fly”. It was all fun and friendly 
until we got called up. We were so nervous. But we did it! We  
got past it! We both played the guitar. Rian played “La Bamba”  
and John T played “Carnival”.  
Then we relaxed and watched Form Three’s play. It was  
called “The Moon Thieves”. Morgan was the Boy. Jaedyn 
was in the chorus.  We had a great time and our parents 
really enjoyed the day. 
By Rian and John T 
 

Pancake Wednesday 
When we went to assembly we had a pancake race.  
Each team had to balance a pancake on a tennis 
racket and pass it on like a relay race. The blue 
team won. Ms Silke made pancakes for everyone. We 
brought in lots of toppings. They were very nice! Ms Silke 
thought that the fire alarm would go off but fortunately 
it didn’t. We were shouting at Ms Silke not to give  
Mr. Jensen a pancake. Isaak’s sister and her friend  
helped Ms Silke make the pancakes. We had it on  
a Wednesday instead of a Tuesday.   
By Jake and Isaak  



 

Botanic Gardens 
Form 2 went to the Botanic Gardens. We saw 
a tree that was 100 years old. And it was only 
a baby. We saw a Monkey Puzzle Tree that was the 
first to come from Chile. They were growing lots of 
vegetables in a green house. We left the school early  
to go to the Botanic Gardens. Our tour guide was called  
Martina. She showed us lots of flowers. The weather  
was great. We would love to come back again next year! 
By Mia and Amelia 
 

Yusra and Blanca 
This year in Form 2 we had two new students. 
Their names were Yusra and Blanca. They were  
really nice to us all. Yusra was from India and 
Blanca was from Spain. Yusra was a horse in  
The Christmas play and Blanca was an owl. 
When Yusra lost a tooth she told us about  
the tradition in India. She would plant the  
tooth in the ground and a white flower would  
grow from it. In Spain a mouse gets the tooth  
and gives you a present in return.  
We all loved them. They were really good at writing!  
By Mia, Carla and Deirdre 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORM THREE 
THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 
On the 25th of September we went on our first school trip to The Natural History Museum in 

Merrion Square. The first thing we did was walk to a bus stop on Harold’s Cross Road, where 

we got a Dublin bus into town. When we got to the museum we had a look at the exhibits.  

We saw a Great Basking Shark, an elephant skeleton, a shark, a lion cub, foxes, birds and 

gorillas. Then a lady gave us a talk about mammals. She showed us the skull of a sabre-tooth 

tiger and the skull of an Indian tiger. She also had a grizzly bear rug and we got to touch it 

and lie on it. After all of that we went to the gift shop and bought some toys. Finally we 

went to the park had our lunch and then we played in a playground.   

By MAX, MORGAN, JACK B. and JOE 

A SNOW WHITE CHRISTMAS   

The build up to the Christmas play was very exciting. The main characters were Snow White, 

the Seven Dwarfs, the Queen, the Mirror, Jedward, Louis Walsh, the Prince, Santa and the 

Narrators. Our dress rehearsal came first, it went nice and smoothly and everybody thought 

it was very good.  The next day we performed the play for our parents. Lucy, Grace and 

Alexandra played Snow White. The Queens were played by Eleanor, Rebecca and Sarah Jane 

and the Mirrors were played by Faye and Yollie. Olivia played the Prince and a huntsman 

and it was very funny when she brought Snow White (Lucy) to the forest where she met 

Jedward (Jemima and Lizzy) and Louis (Jaedyn). Sarah R. And Hannah also played Jedward 

and Joe played Louis. The Seven Dwarfs were played by Max, Jack B. Jack D. Killian, Edward 

and Matthew and Morgan.  Marco was Santa in the play which made the story very 

Christmassy. Some of the main characters were also the narrators. It was a really fun two 

days for Form 3.                                                     BY SARAH J. OLIVIA and REBECCA 

OUR PETS 

Lots of children in Form 3 have pets so we brought them into class and then talked about 

them in assembly. Hannah brought in her puppy, Jason; Sarah R. brought in her bunny, 

Pepper; Lucy brought in her goldfish, Mimi; Jemima brought in her budgie, Chirpy and Killian 

brought in his hamster Speedy. We all said some things about our pets and other people 

told some pet facts. It was a very successful assembly. We made a collage of all our pets and 

Matthew brought in a picture of his two dogs but they were too big to come into the 

classroom. After the assembly most of the pets spent the day with us in class and they were 

great fun and really well behaved.      BY HANNAH, LUCY, JEMIMA, MATTHEW and SARAH R.                

 



TUTHANKHAMUN  

Form 3 studied Ancient Egypt and then went to the R.D.S. to see the Tuthankhamun 

exhibition. We enjoyed it so much that we decided to do an assembly on it called King Tut for 

short.  We were very excited because everyone had lines to learn and a few of us had to dress up. 

Jaedyn was King Tut, Sarah J. was Howard Carter, Joe was Lord Carnarvon, Jack was an 

embalmer and Lucy, Edward and Eleanor were Mummies. We couldn’t wait for the performance. 

We sang a song and showed pictures of Ancient Egyptian artefacts like Canopic jars and 

Shabtis. The Mummies did a rap and the embalmer took the brain out through the nose. Ugh! 

We think Jaedyn was a really good King Tut. We really enjoyed the assembly and we think the 

audience did too.                                                 BY ALEXANDRA, FAYE and YOLLIE.  

SPORTS DAY 

On March 24th it was Senior Sport’s Day. The races were: the Egg and Spoon race, the Sack 

race, the Wheelbarrow race, the Three- Legged race, the 100m, the 300m, the Clan Relay 

and the Marathon. Eleanor won the Sack race and the Egg and Spoon. Jack D. and Edward 

won the Wheelbarrow race and Jack D. won the 100m.Everyone’s legs were really sore after 

the 300m! The Marathon was the last race and everyone had to run three times around the 

track. Matthew Barlow was 1st., Killian in our class was 2nd. and Roseanne Mc Cullough was 

3rd.  After all that running it finally came to an end. Mrs. Silke called us into our clans. She 

had trophies on her table and people giving out choc ices. Then she called out the results. 

Dearg got 140 points, Bui got 149 points and last but not least Gorm got 160 points.   
GORM WON!                  By ELEANOR, GRACE and LIZZY. 

TAYTO PARK 

Forms 3 and 4 went to Tayto Park on the 25th of May 2011. It took about 40 minutes to get 

there because it was in Co. Meath. When we arrived we saw Totem Poles and Indian tents 

called tepees. There were six tepees, one for each tribe. After that we went to see lots of 

animals – sheep, goats, pigs, racoons, donkeys and a baby donkey who was very cute. Then 

we went through a tunnel and we saw wallabies, emus, porcupines an ocelot and some 

bison out in a field. That ended the first part of the tour. Next we went to the factory and 

we looked through windows and saw crisps being made and then being packed by 

machines. On the walls were pictures of Mr. Tayto over the years and videos of how crisps 

were made. At 12 o’clock we went to the restaurant and we got pizza or chicken and chips. 

After we finished eating we went to the gift shop and they had really good prices there. 

Then we played in a huge playground and got a picture taken with Mr. Tayto. We all think it 

was the best trip of the year. 

BY JACK D. JAEDYN, MARCO, KILLIAN and EDWARD 



Form 4 Newsletter 
The visit to Dubray books 

On Monday, 20th of September 2010 form 4 went to Dubray Bookstore in the Swan 

centre to meet Brendan O’Brien. He talked about his new children’s book, The Story of 

Ireland. He told us about Ireland’s battles, invasions and education. Brendan also told 

us about the potato blight. When the potato crop failed farmers were forced out of 

their homes by soldiers who were sent by the landlords because they could no longer 

afford to pay the rent. After his talk Brendan answered questions from us and gave our 

class a copy of the book and his autograph. It was a really interesting trip and I think 

the class learned a lot from it.      Amy, Shona.      

Tayto Park 

On Wednesday the 25th of May, Form 4 went to Tayto Park in county Meath. It has 

over 100 attractions and is the first of its kind in Ireland. It has over 60 species of 

animals and over 400 different plants and trees. There is a native American village 

where you can listen to stories about the Indians. You can visit the Tayto factory and 

learn how crisps are made. It has a high rope course, a 30ft climbing wall, and a 

playground called the Pow Wow playground. In Tayto Park there is also a restaurant 

with hot meals served. At the end of the tour, everyone gets a free limited edition 6 

pack of Tayto crisps! It was a wonderful outing and we really enjoyed it! 

Steven and Calum. 

The National Concert Hall 
On the 14th February 2011 we went to the National Concert Hall, Music in the Classroom. We went 

on a private bus. When we got there we waited for about five minutes and then we were seated. We 

all watched little musical plays like Do a Deer a Female Deer and Mamma Mia .They performed a 

Disney act with Captain Hook, Peter Pan, Tinker Bell and Mickey Mouse. Some other acts were ballet 

dances and the conductor asked us some names of instruments in the composition. It was a great 

day out.        Cathal and Ben. 

Stone Soup 
On Tuesday the 19th of October Puca Puppets came to our school. They performed an act called 

Stone Soup. It was about a wooden spoon called Jimmy who met an old lady in his village. She 

taught them how to make the soup and everyone in the village gave something to make the stone 

soup. The ingredients and utensils were the characters. There were two wooden spoons, a milk jug, 

a parsley plant, a flour sieve, a hand mixer, a knife, red pepper, celery, a potato, an egg cup, a wine 

bottle and malt vinegar. When they made the soup, they got bowls and poured the soup into the 

bowls and everyone had some soup. We had a great day and would love to see it again. 

 Alana, Ruth V. and Emily.    



The Natural History Museum 
On Wednesday the 20th of October Form 4 went to The Natural History Museum. We walked to the 

bus stop and went to the museum. We were early so we went to the park for 10 minutes. When we 

went in a guide showed us a seismometer made by Robert Mallet, this could tell you when 

earthquakes were going to happen. She showed us the scan of the Haiti earthquake. Then she took 

off pieces of the seismometer and let us build it back together. After that she showed us little worlds 

that could open up and we could look inside. We learned a lot about earthquakes. Next she put us in 

pairs and gave us a slinky. In pairs we had to shake the slinky back and forth so we noticed the 

vibrations going through the coil. Then we went to the Dead Zoo part of the museum. We saw lots of 

skeletons and animals. Next we went to the gift shop and bought lots of stuff.   We went back to 

school. It was so much fun. 

Roseanne, Ruth M. and Hannah. 

7UP ON ICE 
On the 20th of December 2010 we went to 7UP on Ice. We all went on the bus and on the way it 

started to snow a lot. Once inside we lined up and stewards give us skates. When we got into the 

ice-skating rink we skated around a few times and played chasing. Our group lined up again to 

receive our shoes and head for the exit. There were tables set with bottles of 7UP. When we were 

waiting for the bus it started to snow very heavy again. On the bus we finished our bottles of 7UP. It 

was a very good outing. We gave it 10 out of 10! 

Asier and Matthew    

 HUGH LANE GALLERY 

 On Wednesday the 23rd of March 2011 Form 4 went to Hugh Lane Gallery. We went by 

bus. When we got there we sat down for a minute then set off for our tour. The first 

painting we looked at was painted by Walter Osborne. In the painting it showed people 

having a picnic. But the painting was never finished. Then we went to see a painting by 

Mary Swansey. It showed lots of trees and flowers. Then for the final painting we went 

to see a painting by Richard Tuttle. We then went up on a big lift and made a picture 

based on Richard Tuttle’s artwork. We will show the artwork in the exhibition. Before 

we left we played in the Garden of Remembrance. We went back to the school, it was 

the best day ever. I hope we go again.             Timmy and Kavon 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another Busy Year in Form Five 

 

The Natural History Museum 
On Wednesday the 6th of October   Form Five, set out excitedly on their first outing of the year, we 

were off to the Natural History Museum which had been closed for a few years.  We were going 

there to attend a workshop with the strange title of ‘Skullduggery’.  We took the bus from 

Rathmines to St. Stephen’s Green and as we were early, we headed for the playground there. It was 

terrific fun playing together. Then we walked over to the museum. 

Catherine, our guide, met us and took us to a little area at the rear of the museum. She showed us 

lots of animal skulls and explained how different animals had different shape skulls depending on 

their diets.  Then we were shown a tiger skin and a bear skin and we were allowed to get inside 

them, it felt really weird!  

After the workshop we went upstairs to look at the animals there. There were zebras, hippos, 

whales, sharks, bats and our favourites, the monkeys. It was like being in Africa. 

We had our lunch in Merrion Square Park and after another playtime, headed back to school. The 

sun shone and as we took the bus back to school, we all agreed it was a great day.                                     

Grace and Hugo                                                                                                              

Ice Skating 
It was December 20th, five days before Christmas. We were all very excited. Forms Four, Five and Six 

were going on our annual ice skating trip to the RDS. This year the weather was perfect - it was 

freezing!  When we arrived at the rink we changed into our skates and set off on the ice. There was 

really loud Christmas music playing. Everyone was better at skating than last year. At the end of the 

session we were exhausted. On the way out we got a bottle of 7up each. As we waited for the bus, 

snow started to fall really heavily!  We really enjoyed skating and hope it will happen again next 

year.          Kirstin and Eavan 

Tutankhamun 
On Wednesday 22 of March Form 5 walked to theTutankhamun exhibition in the RDS. On the way 

we stopped in Herbert Park, had some lunch and played in the playground. When we arrived at the 

exhibition we got audio guides and watched a film about Tutankhamun and the discovery of his 

tomb by Howard Carter.  We saw lots of interesting artefacts and exhibits. The most amazing were 

the four coffins in which he was buried. When we were finished looking at everything we went 

outside and ate the rest of our lunch and because it was such a sunny day Mrs. Derham bought us all 

an ice-cream. On the way back we went into Herbert Park again. It was a brilliant hour. By the time 

we walked back to school we were totally exhausted and for once totally quiet!                                                      

Louise and Gianluca 

 

 



The Bake Sale  
On Thursday 21st of March when Form Six held their Sale of Work, Form 5 organised a bake sale in 

the art room. Cakes were baked and delivered by lots of people in the school. This year we received 

an enormous amount of beautiful cakes and one mother brought in flower arrangements that were 

perfect for Mother’s Day. A large teddy cake was donated and we decided to run a competition to 

guess his name!  As no one guessed the right name a complicated draw was held and Mrs Silke was 

the winner! But she kindly picked a class from a hat and the winning class was Form 2.  

While people anxious to buy were crowding around the delicious cakes in the art room, a game was 

organised outside by some boys. It was a football game where a participant paid 50cent to take 

three shots on a goal and if they scored all the shots they were given a free cupcake of their choice! 

It attracted a lot of customers.  

The bake sale together with Form Six’s sale earned over €1000.            Michael and Stephen 

 

The Christmas Play                                
Twas eleven nights before Christmas when we put on our play 

Michael came on he had the first say 

Then Clement began ....  

“Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house..... 

 Alex, the mother, screamed ‘There is a mouse! There is a mouse!!’  

Izzy the mouse had to leave the house. He met an elf named Louie who brought him to Lapland. Izzy 

teamed up with Rosie the reindeer and together they had many adventures. They met a troubled 

Santa and a very scary abominable snowman who scared Mrs. Dinet so much, that she shouted 

‘Jeepers’. Up to this day we think it was a marvellous play.    Sebastian and Haris                                                 

                                                                                  

Music in the Classroom 
On February the 14th (Valentine’s Day) Forms Three, Four, Five and Six went to the concert hall to 

attend ‘Music in the Classroom.’ We paired up in our twos and went on a private bus. When we 

reached the concert hall we had to wait a short time, then we were guided upstairs to the balcony. 

Our seats were nearly at the back!  

When the presenter came on he was making jokes which we found quite hard to hear. We also felt 

that this time the show was more suited to younger crowds. We even noticed Mrs. Derham having a 

little snooze! 

 Our overall rating was 5 out of 10, definitely not as good as other years.  Matthew and Claire 

 

 



Hugh Lane Gallery 
On the 16th February 2011 Form 5 went to the Hugh Lane Gallery. We took the bus from Rathmines 

into Parnell Square in town. First we stopped on the steps and had a light snack before going inside 

the gallery. When we went in we put our bags in a cloakroom. Then we met our guide called Mary 

who brought us around and showed us different types of portraits. We also saw the Francis Bacon 

studio, it was a total mess. Then we went up in the big lift to the studio at the top of the building. 

We spent the next hour there constructing our own self portraits.  

When our visit was over, we went to the Garden of Remembrance and had lunch. We played in the 

garden after and had a great game of chasing.                              Ella and Sam  

 

Pizza Day 
On Wednesday May 25th. Form Five had a very fun science class. We were looking at how yeast rises 

so we got to make pizza dough and then pizzas! Then came the best part we got to eat them. 

We were separated into 4 groups and each group made one very large pizza. We mixed the dough 

and then left it to prove. Then we rolled it out nice and thin. For toppings we got to choose from 

tomato sauce, mozzarella cheese, peppers, pesto and mushrooms. The back of the classroom was 

like a kitchen. Rena helped us to bake the pizza in a very hot oven. We each had a large slice for 

lunch and some people even got seconds. They were delicious. We hope Mrs. Derham will do the 

same lesson with her next class.      Robyn and Ella                                                 

 

The Copper Collection 
This year as usual Form five had the big job of counting all the copper collected during our annual 

Copper Collection for Christian Aid. The collection is held each October and every class has a large jar 

where we put coins gathered at home. On the count day we split into groups and started by making 

stacks of different coins. These were then put into coin bags. We also separated out the old Irish 

coins and foreign coins. 

It took ages to count the coins and it was amazing to see the bags mount up. The total counted was 

705 euro. We were really amazed at the way so many tiny coins with our hard work when we were 

told how much Christian Aid appreciated getting the money sorted and bagged.  

When Peter Byrne came in to collect the money he showed us pictures from Costa Rica where some 

of the money will be used to help small farmers set up cooperatives for growing coffee. 

We did this for a good cause and hope it will make a difference.   Alex and Chloe 

 

 

 

 



Another busy year in Form 6 
 

Gandhi 
 
During the end of January and early February Form Six really enjoyed learning 
about Gandhi. I don’t think there was anybody who did not take something 
away from learning about this extraordinarily brave and noble man. We 
watched a movie called “Gandhi”, which was about his life. It was extremely 
interesting. The movie starred Ben Kingsley who played Gandhi. It was directed 
by Richard Attenborough. Alyque Padamsee played Jinnah or "Jinja” as some 
people in Form Six called him! 
 
Gandhi was known as Mahatma, which means ‘great soul’. Gandhi was the 
leader of The Indian nationalist movement in the early twentieth century. The 
people in The Indian nationalist movement were trying to end British rule. A lot 
of people would consider Gandhi to be father of his country. His means of 
protest was non-violent non-co-operation. This has been hugely inspiring. I 
think everybody can learn something from Gandhi and Form Six certainly did.   
     
By Kate 

The Sale Of Work 

 

On 31st Of March 2011, Form Five and Six had their Sale of Work. Form Five had 

their Bake Sale while Form Six had their general sale. Altogether €1015 was 

raised by the two sales. There were many different things to do and buy in the 

Sale of Work.  There was Girly Stuff, a DJ, a ‘Dress the Doll’ competition, a Nail 

Bar, Face Painting, Soft Toys, Wii Games, ‘Pin the Tail on the Donkey’, Target 

Practice, CD’s, DVD’s and Books. The prices ranged from 10c to €2 at the most. 

Form Six chose to support three very worthy charities from the money raised - 

The Irish Heart Foundation, The Morning Star Children’s Home in India and an 

orphanage near Huanta, Peru. Everyone enjoyed the Sale very much, from the 

people selling behind the stalls, to the people in front buying!  The whole school 

cannot wait until next year’s Sale Of Work and all the Sale of Works to come!  

Thank you to all the people who donated their old belongings and who spent 

money to make the Sale such a success. 

 

By Claudia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alyque_Padamsee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_Jinnah


Lisa and Pia 

 

Lisa came to us from Germany in January and later in the term she was 

joined by another German student called Pia.  Lisa stayed in Dublin until 

Easter and Pia has been with us from March all the way to the end of the 

school year.  Lisa taught us a little bit about where she comes from in 

Germany which is very beautiful, as well as the German language and 

they have both helped us a lot with our art work.  Lisa also joined us on 

some trips, like the Hugh Lane Gallery and our outing to Kilmainham 

Gaol.  We hope that Pia will be able to join us on an outing before the 

end of the year.  Lisa and Pia are both very kind and really helpful. They 

have been great fun to be around. Before Lisa left us we made her thank 

you cards to tell her how much we would miss her.  Lisa and Pia have 

been really jolly.  It has been fun getting to know people from another 

country and learning from them.   

By Jessica 

 

The Mosque  

 

Form Six went to the Islamic Cultural Centre and 
Mosque on the 4th of November 2010. We travelled to 
Clonskeagh by Dublin Bus from Ranelagh.  

When we entered the reception we saw lovely artwork 
and engravings on the walls. We saw photographs of 
the 3 Most Holy places in Islam – the Kabba in Mecca, 
the Prophet’s Mosque in Medinah and the Dome of the 
Rock in Jerusalem.   

Then our class went into the prayer hall, which was 
amazing; it was very different from a normal church 
as there was a huge empty space, only a very 
comfortable carpet.  The design work was brilliant 
with a nice mixture of colours, mainly green, white 
and gold. 



When we left the prayer hall we went to the Golden 
Olive restaurant. The food was delicious and very 
well presented. Some people had curries and kebabs, 
others had chips and burgers.  We returned to school 
at around 2 o’clock. 

Forms Six have been learning about different 
religions over the year and we all enjoyed visiting 
the Mosque. 

 

By Robert  

   

 

FORM SIX IRISH MORNING 

 

On the 15th March Form Six performed in a fashion show or ‘Seo Faisin’ 

for the rest of the school as part of Maidin na Gaeilge.  There were many 

different costumes, such as  

bodyguards, George Best, Andy Warhol, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, John 

F Kennedy and Jackie O, Audrey Hepburn, Jimi Hendrix, Anne Frank  

and many more. There was a lot of pressure before the show, but with 

some extra practice and lots of hard work from the class and Miss Sheils 

it all came off. 

The children in the Gym divided in half so that we could walk down the 

aisle like in a proper fashion show. There was also some loud music in 

the background and Irish commentary on the microphone to keep it all 

together. Form Six had a lot of fun doing our Seo Faisin. 

By Harry 

 

 

 



Carlingford 

 

Form Six cannot wait to go to for our traditional end of year trip to Carlingford.  

We are going to stay for one night and two days! 

We will stay overnight in the Carlingford Adventure Centre.  We will leave 

school early on Wednesday 8th June and drive to Northern Ireland, where we will 

go to the Ulster Folk Museum just outside Belfast.  This should take about two 

and a half hours.  After that we will have our tea in a fish and chip shop before we 

go to Carlingford in the evening.  We will do one activity that night, and then the 

next day we will do two activities, such as rock climbing, abseiling and kayaking.  

On our way back that night we will stop in Dundalk for something to eat.  We 

should be back at school around 8.30pm. 

There is a surprise for Form Six at some point of our trip, but no one knows what 

it is!   We are really looking forward to going to Carlingford! 

 

By Michael 

Sponsored Walk 

 

On Thursday the 21st of October, Form Six, Mrs Derham and Mrs. Silke  walked from 

Rathgar Junior School to Bushy Park in Terenure as Form Six do every year. This year’s 

sponsored walk was in aid of Gunjan Singh Jeena, our sponsored child in India, M.S. 

Ireland and the Bonisa Creche in Cape Town, South Africa.  

It took us about half an hour to walk to Bushy Park. When we got there,  Mrs Derham 

and Mrs Silke organised two ‘challenges’ for us.The first was a race around the big duck 

pond. The second one was to roll down the big hill – everyone felt really dizzy 

afterwards! Then we went to the playground and had our lunch and played for a while. 

Finally we had one last roll down the hill before we went back to school. Everyone had 

so much fun and the sponsored walk raised 905 euros.  Later on in the year we received 

visits from representatives of MS Ireland and the Bonisa Creche to thank us for the 

money we raised and tell us how it has helped.   

By Leah 



 

RJS Boys Hockey 2010/2011 

 

The RJS boys hockey team did very well this season.  We worked very very hard and 

played well as a team.  We played very well all season and improved a lot thanks to Mr. 

Doyle who coached us so well.  Everyone on the team played very well in their positions 

with the keeper making great saves, the defence tackling well and getting the ball up out 

of danger, the midfield kept the ball and passed well and the forwards attacked and ran 

really well with the ball.  The girls came on to our team too when we did not have enough 

numbers and they all played very well as did the Form Five boys who helped out at the 

start of the season.  It has been a great season for hockey and we look forward to the 

Jenny Robinson Cup.  All credit to everyone on the team and well done to everyone for 

doing such agreat job organising all the equipment.  

 

By Gary 

 

Girls ȭ hockey  
 
This yearȭÓ 'irls hockey team was made up of a mixture of Form 5 and 6 
girls. We did really well in our league, where we played 8 matches and we 
competed in the A.I.J.S Girls Hockey Tournament. We won one friendly 
and lost another. We won three league games, lost two and drew one.  In 
the hockey tournament we won one game, drew one and lost three.  
Because of our great league matches we made it to the semi-finals to play 
3ÔȢ &ÉÎÔÁÎȭÓ ÂÕÔ unfortunat ely we lost 6-2. I think we all had a great season 
and I would like to thank all the games staff and especially Mrs Butler for 
teaching us new skills and helping us reach the semi-finals.  Well done, 
girls! 
 
By Ruby 

 

 

 



The National Gallery  

 

In February this year Form Six went to the National Gallery  on 

Merrion Square. We saw various paintings, all of which were very 

different. For instance we saw  the famous Caravaggio ễỒỜỚởỘẎỠỗẎ

ụộỖẎẴộợỚỤụ ẎỒỤẎỨỖờờẎỒỤẎụộỖẎỞỠợỖẎỒồỤụợỒỔụẎỡỒỚởụỚởỘỤẎỠỗẎềỒồờỠẎ

Picasso, which were very bright and colourful.  T hen we saw the 

Yeats ẎểỠỠỞ,  which was an extremely different style altogether. 

Yeats style was very expressive. The Yeats paintings sho wed his 

emotion when he was painting a certain painting  -  for example 

when he painted with the colour red it could signify that he was 

angry but if it was a bright colour such as yellow it would mean 

he was happy. It was very nice to see all the se differen t types 

of art under one roof.  

 

Another painting we saw was of a large room. In this room there 

were lots of hints to show that the subject of the painting (the 

artist himself)  was wealthy. There was a maid carrying a bowl of 

exotic fruits, a large portra it of the queen and a high ceiling. 

He painted his family as well as a reflection of hims elf in the 

mirror .  

 

After looking at the paintings we were then allowed to draw our 

own creations . Mr. Adair came up with a  fast food franchise for 

R.J.S!  W e then we nt back to school with  the various drawings 

that everyone had made. Overall I think everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed the trip and  we would not  hesitate visit ing  the gallery 

again.          

By Kyla 



The Green Schools 

 

This year at R.J.S the Green Schools committee has worked especially hard.  

We prevailed in getting our third green flag, to show we had been saving 

water. Since then our local Green Schools administrator, Catherine Poxon has 

been monitoring our progress closely, as we are attempting to get another 

flag, the travel flag.  Many people already use green forms of transport for 

getting to school so it should not be so difficult to get this flag as the previous 

ones.  Yet this will be no easy task - though that has never stood in R.J.S’ way 

before!   

  

By Jeremy 

CROKE PARK  

On the 7th of October Form 6 took a Dublin Bus to Croke Park.  

When we arrived we went into the reception.  We had to wait 

for a while and then our tour guide took us into a room and 

there we saw a short film about the GAA.  The film s howed the 

preparations for the football and hurling senior finals for 

2010.  Next our tour guide took us into a room where we could 

practice our shots with a football and a hurley.  When we were 

finished our guide took us to a VIP Room.  Inside the room 

th ere was a unique chandelier which was made of a hundred 

footballs and a hundred slitters.  Next our guide took us into a 

dressing room which had a jersey for every county.  Finally, we 

were taken to the stands and we got to go up to where the 

captains of t he counties lift the Sam Maguire and the Liam 

McCarthy trophies.  I thought our trip to Croke Park was great.  

By Killian  



ICE SKATING  

 

On the 20 th  of December 2010, Form s 3 to 6 visited the RDS 

for our  annual ice - skating trip. When we got off the bus 

and  went inside, we got our ice - skates and stepped on to 

the rink. Some of us had no experience of ice - skating and 

were soon slipping and sliding continuously. Others, who 

were more regular skaters, had a much easier time. Even 

some of the teachers joined in .  Although quite a few of us 

fell on the ice, t he majority of us went home with  little  

more than injured pride. When we finally left the rink, we 

returned our ice - skates to the staff and lined up in pairs. 

Before we went home though, we were all given a bo ttle of 

7 Up. Everyone agreed that it was a spectacular day out 

and we we nt home with smiles on our faces . 

 

By Alex  

 

Bah Humbug 

 

This year we did ͂Bah Humbug̓ for our Christmas play. It was a really interesting 

experience for us but especially me because I had never been in a play before. It was 

also a really fun thing to do as well. There were a few mistakes during the play but 

the audience still had a great time. The main character was Scrooge and he was 

played by Jeremy and Alex. Scrooge was visited by three ghosts, the Ghost of 

Christmas Past(Ronaldo),Christmas Present(Claudia) and Christmas Future(Ralph). In 

the end Scrooge learned his lesson and became a nice man for the rest of his life. 

Although we worked very hard practising our lines, songs and dances we all had a 

great time doing the play and the party afterwards was bonkers!J 

By Oscar 

 

 

 



Kilmainham Gaol 

 

Form Six studied the Gaelic Revival and Easter Rising in our history class this 

year and as part of our work we went on a trip to Kilmainham Gaol on 

Thursday 7th of April 2011. 

Kilmainham Gaol has housed many very important political prisoners including 

Eamon De Valera who became Taoiseach and then President of Ireland. Leaders 

of the Easter Rising, including Padraig Pearse and James Connolly were 

executed in the stonebreakers’ yard.  From the outside, the jail looks like a 

castle. Parts of the inside are very old with paint peeling off the wall revealing 

the old rock underneath. 

The jail is now a museum; with dark passages, tiny cells with massive iron 

doors, punishment cells and an execution room. Outside in the stonebreakers’ 

yard, there is an Irish flag and a plaque with the names of the nationalist 

leaders who were executed there in 1916. After our tour we visited the Gaol 

museum and saw many interesting exhibits, including medals and guns used 

during the Easter Rising. 

By Ronaldo  

Summer Games 

 

I go to summer games every Tuesday and Thursday with my class. 

We walk both days with our teachers, Mr. Doyle and Mrs. Butler and the other 

coaches. 

We go to High School on Tuesday and we play soccer, rounders, long jump and 

athletics.   On Thursday we go to CYM Sport Club in Terenure, we play cricket 

and tennis. 

I love going to games and I am looking forward to Sports Day. 

 

By Daniel 



Form 6 Charity A ssembly  

  

On Wednesday the 30th of March Form Six presented  a 

charity assembly  on all the work we have done for good 

causes during the year . We first talked about charities we 

supported following our sponsored walk in October: the 

Bonisa crèche  in South Af rica which helped to pay for a 

new extension, kitchen and facilities to help 12 more 

children , We also helped MS Ireland , based in Rathgar 

and Gunjan  our sponsored child in India, to whom we 

have been writing throughout the year , Then we explained 

what the  Sale of Work (held the next day) would be in aid 

of: The Morning S tar  ChildrenÙs Home in Kerala, Indi; the 

Monasteria Clarisas Orphanage  in Peru and the Irish 

Heart F oundation. We presented a series of sketches, role 

plays and even write our own song call ed ØTwinkle 

Twinkle Morning StarÙ in the assembly as well as a 

Powerpoint slideshow with photos on the screen in the 

Gym.   Form Six really wanted to help these charities and 

we were delighted to get the support of so many people. 

Thank you for your support ! 

  

By Catriona  

 

 



Form Six Classroom Friends  

 

Among the most important members of Form Six would 

have to be our class room friends, Reggae Man, Brendan the 

Brush, Basil t he Bin, Wally, Sally the sanitizer  and Mrs.  

Smiley the interactive white board . Some  of these have a 

story that goes with  their character. For instance Mrs.  

Smiley was Øborn Ù during the first few weeks of school, in 

September 2010, during English class. On e of our sentences 

from ØOnwords & UpwordsÙ read something along the lines 

of:  

ÖI told you to sit down three times already!× said 

Mrs.Smiley enthusias tically.  

From then on , th r oughout the day , every example Mr. 

Adair  would give us would have to include some thing  

about Mrs.  Smiley saying something enthusias tically -  so 

we decided to name our  Interactive White Board after this 

much - loved character.  

All our  Öclassroom friends× are a big part of Form Six and 

it just wouldnÙt be the same without them. 

 

By Róisín  

 

  



FFoorrmm  SSiixx  ΨΨAAtt   HHoommeeΩΩ  

  

On Thursday 2nd June Form 6 will be doing the last ever performance for our 

parents, the ‘At Home’. The ‘At Home’ is a performance put together by Form 

6, which we have been practising for the last few weeks.  The performance of 

the ‘At Home’ includes sketches, dance routines, instruments, solo musicals 

pieces, lots of song s and RJS Memories.  The ‘At Home’ involves a huge 

amount of hard work, concentration and patience to live up to the level set by 

the past Form Six classes.   Mr. Adair has done a tremendous amount of work 

organising and helping the class with sound effects for sketches and 

downloading songs for the dance routines.  Mrs Silke has also done an 

enormous amount of work making sure everything will be performed perfectly 

for the night.  It should be a very enjoyable day for everyone.  

By Ralph 

STOOLS 

 

It has been a tradition for a number of years for Form Six to make stools as 

part of our Handwork syllabus. This year we were able to choose the type of 

cord as well as the colour.  We could choose from polycord and cotton cord as 

well as a selection of colours. 

It has also become an aim of each Form Six to see if they can finish all the 

stools even quicker than the previous class! This year our Form Six (2010-2011) 

broke the all time record - everyone was finished by September 30th! 

Making the stools was quite easy at first, once we get the hang of it. However, 

when you get to the second layer it gets much more challenging. If you make a 

mistake you have to go all the way back to the point where you made the 

mistake! 

Finally when we each finished our stool we felt really happy and very satisfied, 

because the stool is actually quite hard to make.  We look forward to showing 

the stools in our end of year Exhibition.    By Shane 



 

 

 


